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“A Proposal on Improving Teacher Allocation in Public High Schools in Japan”

~For Ensuring the Quality of Education at Public High Schools Across Japan~

E &

Atsushi

ODA

Public high schools in Japan face very difficult situations in recent years. The working

conditions in public high schools in Japan are as hard as in elementary schools and junior high

schools. Also, they are facing a reduction of teachers due to shrinking number of students

caused by the declining birthrate. In addition, they are being affected by the “tuition-free

policy” for private high schools that began in fiscal year 2026.
In order to keep the quality of education and improve working conditions of teachers

working at public high schools, it is necessary to revise the High School Standards Act.

Although the need for the revision has been pointed out, sufficient discussion has not been

taken place regarding which parts of the law contain what kinds of problems. In the light of the

current situation of public high schools and the expectations the government has placed on

them, the time has come to engage in thorough debate and move forward for the revision of the

law.
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